
Family Week 2017

liturgy materials



2

Preparation

Choose hymns and readings or use the suggested ones in the liturgy.  Use the written prayers or invite 

students to compose their own prayers.  Place a symbolic image of Social Justice in Action in your school 

community.

Entrance Procession and Hymn

Celebrant (or master of ceremonies): Let us stand and proclaim God’s love as we sing.

‘We are called’ - David Hass

Welcome and Introduction

Sign of the Cross 

Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   and the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:   And with your spirit.

Suggested introduction: We come together today to celebrate belonging to our families, and to God’s family. 

Penitential Rite

Celebrant: You were sent to heal the contrite of heart. Lord have mercy.

All:  Lord have mercy

Celebrant: You came to call sinners. Christ have mercy.

All:  Christ have mercy

Celebrant: You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us. Lord have mercy.

All:  Lord have mercy

Opening Prayer

Celebrant:  God of love and compassion, in Jesus you show us the way to live.  Help us to open our  

   hearts to all people so that God’s love and generosity may flow into our families and our  

   local and world communities. We ask this through Jesus, your son.

All:   Amen.
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Reading - Isaiah 58:6-12

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice

and untie the cords of the yoke,

to set the oppressed free

and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—

when you see the naked, to clothe them,

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Then your light will break forth like the dawn,

 and your healing will quickly appear;

then your righteousness will go before you,

and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;

you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression,

with the pointing finger and malicious talk,

and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry

and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,

and your night will become like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you always;

he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden,

like a spring whose waters never fail.

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins

and will raise up the age-old foundations;

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,

Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.
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Responsorial Psalm (146:1, 5-10)

R/ The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down and loves the righteous. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, oh my soul!

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose hope is in the Lord their God.  R/ 

 

He is the Maker of heaven and earth,

the sea, and everything in them—

he remains faithful forever.

He upholds the cause of the oppressed

 and gives food to the hungry.   R/ 

The Lord sets prisoners free,

the Lord gives sight to the blind,

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,

the Lord loves the righteous.  R/ 

The Lord watches over the foreigner

and sustains the fatherless and the widow,

but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

The Lord reigns forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord!    R/ 
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Gospel Acclamation - John 14:27

Alleluia. Alleluia!
Peace I leave with you, says the Lord,
my own peace I give to you.
Alleluia!

Gospel reading - John 14:23-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
And my Father will love him,
And we shall come to him.
And make our home with him.
Those who do not love me do not keep my words.
And my word is not my own:
It is the word of the one who sent me.
I have said these things to you 
while still with you;
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything 
and remind you of all I have said to you’.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Homily

Prayers of the Faithful

Celebrant: God has called us from every nation and culture to become one family.
   With one voice we pray.

Reader:  For the leaders of our church family and the leaders of our country grant them wisdom and  
   courage as they show us how to be giving and compassionate.
   Lord, hear us.

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  We pray for those who work with families, particularly the staff of CatholicCare. May they  
   be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit in their work. May their efforts bring peace  
   and happiness to the families who seek their assistance.
   Lord, hear us.

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  For our local and global community, we pray for generosity, compassion, peace and Justice.
   Lord, hear us.

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  For all children and young people, we pray they be blessed with a generosity in spirit and  
   action.
   Lord, hear us.

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  For all those who are in need, sick or alone, may our school community reach out to them.
   Lord, hear us.

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  For all who have died, especially members of our community, we pray for    
   eternal rest.
   Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant:  Gracious and generous God, hear our prayers, and the silent prayers in our hearts. This we  
   ask in the Spirit of Jesus your Son.

All:   Amen.
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Offertory Procession
Instrumental music. The celebrant invites everyone to reflect on what they are bringing to God, to be 

transformed in the Eucharist.

Prayer over the gifts
Celebrant:  Father accept these gifts as we give thanks for our families. Help us to recognise Christ in  
   the Eucharist and welcome him with love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
   Amen.

Sign of peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All:   And with your spirit 
Celebrant:  Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  

Communion Hymns
‘Prayer for peace’- David Hass
‘We are many parts’- Marty Haugen

Prayer after Communion

Celebrant: Compassionate God continue to nourish and support us throughout our lives.
   Through your love, may we have life to the full.
   We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:   Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.
Celebrant: Let us bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing.
   May the Lord bless and protect you.
   May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.
   May the Lord show his favour and give you his peace. (Numbers 6:24- 26)

All:  Amen.

Dismissal

Celebrant:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn

‘A New heart for a new world’ -as one voice/ Vol 1 & Australia
‘Mission to Love’ -Anne Maree Higgins
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